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I        COMPREHSNSIVS  PLANNING 


The  Department  of  City  Planning  has  been  systematically  updating  the 
Comprehensive  Plan  (Master  Plan)  of  the  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco. 
To  date  the  following  elements  of  the  plan  have  been  adopted  by  the  City 
Planning  Commission: 

Residence 
Urban  Design 
Transportation 
Recreation  and  Open  Space 
Environmental  Protection 

Natural  Resource  Conservation 

Transportation  Noise 
Community  Safety 

Seismic  Safety 

Safety 

Police  Facilities  (a  portion  of 
Community  Facilities) 

During  this  year  (fiscal  year  1974-75)  the  Department  has  been  and 
will  be  working  on  the  Commerce  and  Industry  Element. 

II      PROGRAM  DEVELOPMENT 

Once  Comprehensive  Plan  elements  have  been  adopted  they  move  into 
Program  Development  for  formulation  of  specific  action  programs.  Programs 
have  been  and  will  be  developed  for  the  following: 

Residence 
Urban  Design 
Transportation 
Recreation  and  Open  Space 
Environmental  Protection 
Community  Safety 
Police  Facilities 


III     COMMUNITY  PLANNING 

The  Community  Planning  activity  of  the  Department  has  been  reorganized 
to  Increase  community  participation  in  planning  decisions.     Planners  are 
assigned  to  all  areas  of  the  city  to  provide  liaison  between  the  Department 
and  the  neighborhoods.    A  major  effort  in  this  regard  is  to  facilitate 
community  participation  in  the  Residential  Zoning  Study  being  conducted 
by  the  Department. 

The  Department  is  working  on  the  implementation  of  area  plans  in  the 
Halght-Ashbury,  Chinatown  and  South  Bay shore. 
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Additionally,  planning  of  public  improvements  has  been  conducted  in 
areas  designated  as  Federally  Assisted  Code  Enforcement  (FACE)  and 
Rehabilitation  Assistance  Program  (RAP)  areas.    Major  efforts  are  being 
made  to  assess  the  future  need  and  desirability  of  additional  RAP  areas. 

IV      PLANNING  CODE  ADMINISTRATION 

The  departmental  responsibilities  outlined  in  the  Zoning  Chapter  of 
the  San  Francisco  Charter  and  in  the  City  Planning  Code  constitute  major 
continuing  activities  of  the  Department.     These  are  the  following: 

Commission  Cases 

Variances 

Permit  Processing 

Violation  Abatement 

Non -conforming  Use  Program 

Code  Interpretations 

Landmarks 

Zoning  Information  Services 
Studies  and  Text  Amendments 
Project  Review 

Responding  to  questions  concerning  the  adequacy  of  residential  zoning 
raised  by  the  public  and  the  City  Planning  Commission,  a  Residential 
Zoning  Study  has  been  initiated  to  propose  modifications  and  additions 
to  the  City  Planning  Code.     In  general,  this  study  is  a  re-examination 
of  districting  on  the  zoning  maps,  the  density  limits  for  each  areas, 
the  types  of  uses  permitted  in  each  district  and  other  standards  estab- 
lished by  zoning.     The  study  involves  work  in  citywide  planning,  area 
planning,  studies  in  building  development  and  other  background  studies 
leading  to  precise  mapping  and  writing  of  standards.     A  report  on  the 
Residential  Zoning  Study  with  recommendations  will  be  submitted  to  the 
City  Planning  Commission  in  May  1976. 

Also,  the  continuing  pressure  from  citizens  and  community  groups  to 
investigate  Planning  Code  violations  has  generated  an  increasing  v/ork 
load.     The  effort  to  abate  this  situation  of  increasing  backlogs,  which 
constituted  the  request  for  additional  personnel  last  year  and  a  staff 
reorganization,  will  continue. 
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V  ENVIRONMENTAL  REVIEW 

The  California  Environmental  Quality  Act  of  1970,  as  amended, 
provides  that  the  City  must  review  all  public  and  private  projects  to 
determine  their  effect  on  the  environment.     The  Department,  which  was 
given  this  responsibility  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  engages  in  these 
steps  in  the  environmental  review  process: 

Initial  Evaluations 
Negative  Declarations 
Environmental  Impact  Reports 
Public  Hearings 
Final  Determinations 

The  Department  expects  a  growing  work  load  in  environmental  review 
next  year. 

VI  SPECIAL  PROJECTS  AND  STUDIES 

The  Department  has  undertaken  the  following  continuing  studies: 

Open  Space  Grant  Administration 
Review  of  Legislation 
Housing  Inventory  Report 
Housing  Vacancy  Survey 
Housing  Condition  Survey 
Information  Systems 

Also,  the  Department  is  producing  the  following  special  studies: 

Housing  Market  Analysis 
Population  Projections 
Labor  Force  Projections 

The  Department  will  continue  to  produce  its  yearly  housing  and 
census  reports  and  will  undertake  additional  special  studies. 
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